
UNITED STATES DEPAHTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States l 3 tit exit unci Trademark Office 

Addrt)**: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. JiOiWl 
www.iwptn gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/945,027 



08/31/2001 



Venkatcswar R. Kowkutla 



TI-31681 



1605 



23494 7590 04/03/2003 

TEXAS INSTRUMENTS INCORPORATED 
P O BOX 655474, M/S 3999 . 
DALLAS, TX 75265 



EXAMINER 



NGUYEN, L1NH V 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2819 

DATE MAILED: 04/03/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



• 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/945,027 



Art Unit 

2819 

- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Examiner 

LinhV Nguyen 



Applicant(s) 

KOWKUTLA ET AL. 



Period for Reply s> 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 30 da Y qJ\QVfTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- tensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

FaiinrPto reolv within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U SC. § 1 33). 
'. S rep£ SdTy It Off£?ater man "three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. - See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 August 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1^24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) £3 Claim(s) 17-18. 24 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) IEl Claim(s) 1-4. 5-9. 10. 11 - 16. 21 - 22. and 23 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) B The drawing(s) filed on 31 August 2001 is/are: a)H accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawings) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) B Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary , (PTO-41 3) ^o(s) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson-s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of .nforma. Patent Apphcat.on (PTO-1 52) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 6) U Other: 
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Application/Control Number: 09/945,027 
Art Unit: 2819 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1 - 4, drawn to Noise Shape with dither generator. 

II. Claims 5 - 9, drawn to Clock modulator 

III. Claim 1 0, draw to detection with error signal 

IV. Claims 11-16, drawn to timing control generation. 

V. Claims 1 9 - 20, draw to Power Supply. 

VI. Claims 21 - 22, draw to Half-bridge. 

VI. Claims 23, draw to over current protection. 

2. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
differences search required for each respective Group I -VII indicated above, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect single disclosed groups for 

prosecution on the merits 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 17 - 18, and 24, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Linh Van Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 
305-1934. The examiner can normally be reached from 8:30 - 5:00 Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Michael Tokar can be reached at (703) 305-3493. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
308-7722 for regular communications and (703) 308-7722 for After Final 
communications. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-0956. 
LVN 

March 26, 2003 




Michael Tokar 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2600 



